Cuneiform texts, by British Museum. Dept. of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities & British Museum. Dept. of Western Asiatic Antiquities
3 1151 02180 7668 
THE EISENHOWER LIBRARY 
C U N E I F O R M T E X T S 
F R O M 
B A B Y L O N I A N T A B L E T S , & C 
IN T H E 
B R I T I S H M U S E U M . 
P A R T X X X I V . 
( 5 0 P l a t e s . ) 
P R I N T E D B Y O R D E R O F T H E T R U S T E E S . 
SOLD AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM; 
AND AT 
LONGMANS & Co., 39, PATERNOSTER ROW; 
BERNARD QUARITCH, „, GRAFTON STREET, NEW BOND STREET, W. 
ASHER & Co., 14, BEDFORD STREET, COVENT GARDEN; 
AND 
HUMPHREY MILFORD, OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, AMEN CORNER, 
LONDON. 
1914. 
[ALL EIGHTS RESERVED.] 
$ 1 ^ ^ L I B R A R Y 
L ^ M 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 
C U N E I F O B M T E X T S 
F R O M 
B A B Y L O N I A N T A B L E T S . & c . 
IN THE 
B E I T I S H M U S E U M . *#.**»#.'•*&«.•**. 
P A S T I X I I V 
(50 Plates.) 
P R I N T E D B Y O R D E R O F T H E T R U S T E E S . 
SOLD AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM; 
AND AT 
LONGMANS & Co., 39, PATERNOSTER ROW; 
BERNARD QUARITCH, n, GRAFTON STREET, NEW BOND STREET, W. ; 
ASHER & Co., 14, BEDFORD STREET, COVENT GARDEN ; 
AND 
HUMPHREY MILFORD, OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, AMEN CORNER, 
LONDON. 
1914. 
[ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.] 
i H , u 
HARRISON AND SONS, 
PRINTERS IN ORDINARY TO HIS MAJESTY, 
ST. MARTIN'S LANE, LONDON. 
N£AR 
.67 
I S % . 
c | 
II. 






K. 4401A + Rm. 854 
K. 440IB 
K. 7600, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 159. 
K. 8540 + 82-5-22, 2< 














D.T. 64 + 82-5-22, 27. 
Rm. 673 [91131] 
Rm. 674 
Rm. 854, see K, 4401A. 
80-7-19, 13 
81-7-27, 8 + 82-5-22, 26 
82-5-22, 26, see 81-7-27, 8. 
82-5-22, 27, see D.T. 64. 
82-5-22, 28, see K. 8540. 
A.H. 82-7-18, 3680 [63713] 
A.H. 83-1-18, 1338 [75976] 
A.H. 83-1-18, 1339 [75977] 
84-2-11, 356 [92502] ... 
Ki. 1902-5-10, 32 

































Ki. 1904-10-9, 59 [99030] ••• 
Ki. 1904-10-9, 159 [ + K . 7600] 
Ki. 1904-10-9, 248 [99216] ... 
Ki. 1904-10-9, 352 + 353 
[99320 + 99320A] 
Ki. 1904-10-9, 353, see Ki. 
1904-10-9, 352. 
Ki. 1904-10-9, 357 [99324] •• 
Th. 1905-4-9. 88 [98582] 
Th. 1905-4-9, 100 [98594] 
Th. 1905-4-9, 327 [98821] 
Th. 1905-4-9, 415 [98909] 
Th. 1905-4-9, 447 [98941] .. 
1912-7-6, 1 [104737] 
1912-7-6, 2 [104738] 
1912-7-8, 1 [104852] ... 
63713, see A.H. 82-7-18, 3680. 
75976, see A.H. 83-1-18, 1338. 
75977, see A.H. 83-1-18, 1339. 
91131, see Rm. 673. 
92502, see 84-2-11, 356. 
98582, see Th. 1905-4-9, 88. 
98594, see Th. 1905-4-9, 100. 
98821, see Th. 1905-4-9, 327. 
98909, see Th. 1905—4-9, 415. 
98941, see Th. 1905-4-9, 447. 
98972, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 1. 
99030, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 59. 
99216, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 248. 
99320, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 352. 
99320A, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 353. 
99324, see Ki. 1904-10-9, 357. 
104737, see 1912-7-6, 1. 
104738, see 1912-7-6, 2. 
















Part X X X I V of " Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets, etc.," contains 
texts from thirty, clay tablets and twenty baked clay foundation-cylinders from the 
Kouyunjik and the Babylonian Collections in the British Museum. All are here 
published for the first time, with the exception of seven of the tablets and three 
of the cylinder fragments. 
The most important historical texts given herein are:—i. A pentagonal cylinder 
of Esarhaddon, b.c. 681-668, inscribed during his accession year with an account of 
the rebuilding of Babylon, and of the ruin of the city after its destruction by his 
father, Sennacherib. 2. A series of fragments of barrel-cylinders inscribed with 
narratives of the building operations carried out at Nineveh by Sin-shar-ishkun, the 
last king of Assyria. 3. A text, edited from a series of cylinders of Nebuchadnezzar II, 
B.C. 604-561, recording his restoration of the temple of the city-god of Maradda. 
4. Texts of Nabonidus, b.c. 555-538, describing building operations in the cities 
of Larsa, Akkad, and Sippar of Anunitum. 
Among mythological and religious texts are :-—1. A series of directions for 
averting the effects of evil portents which may happen to a prince on his travels. 
2. Astrological omens explained by the chief astrologer for the benefit of the king, 
with special reference to the Cimmerians. 3. A series of astronomical and astro-
logical texts, forming an appendix to those published in Part XXXIII of this work. 
4. A series of fragments of mythological legends included as an appendix to 
Parts XIII and X V of this work. 
The copies and descriptions have been made by Mr. L. W. King, M.A., Litt.D., 
Assistant Keeper in the Department. 
E. A. WALLIS BUDGE. 
Department of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, 
British Museum. 
June 2$th, 1914. 

I. 
T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S . 
Inscriptions from Kouyunjik :— 
(i.) Pentagonal Cylinder of Esarhaddon, inscribed with a text 
recording the desolation of the city of Babylon on his accession to the throne of 
Assyria, and the measures he immediately took to rebuild the city, and restore 
its ancient privileges and prosperity. The text is dated in the month Iyyar of 
his accession year. It forms a parallel text to the Black Stone Inscription of 
Esarhaddon, published in I R., pi. 49, but is not a duplicate of it. The pentagonal 
form of the prism, which is most unusual, was evidently adopted by the scribe 
because of the paucity of material to record at a date so early in the king's reign. 
(Ki. 1-904-10-9, 1 [98972]) if. 
(ii.) Barrel-Cylinders of Sin-shar-ishkun, the last king of Assyria. 
The cylinders formed foundation-records, which were buried in a building erected 
by Sin-shar-ishkun upon the palace mound at Nineveh. For a previous publication 
of K. 1663 and D.T. 64, and for references to other fragments, cf. Bezold, 
Kouyunjik Catalogue, passim. (Ki. 1904-10-9, 357 [99324]; Ki. 1904-10-9, 
352 + 353 [99320 + 9932°a] ; 80-7-9, 13; K. 8540 + 82-5-22, 28; K. 1662; 
K. 1664 ; K. 8541 ; D.T. 64 + 82-5-22, 27; K. 1663 ; 81-7-27, 8 + 82-5-22, 26) 2-7 
(iii.) Tablet of Royal Portents. The text contains detailed directions 
for making offerings and for the recital of incantations in order to avert harm 
from evil portents which may happen to a prince when travelling in his chariot. 
The colophon states that the tablet was the property of Nabu-ushallim, the 
magician. (Th. 1905-4-9, 88 [98582]).... 8 f. 
(iv.) Astrological Omens. The text is thrown into the form of a letter 
or communication to the king. It was written by a high astrologer, in order to 
interpret the meaning of various astrological phenomena of recent occurrence, 
including observations of the planets Mars and Jupiter, a solar eclipse, and a 
diminution of the normal rainfall. The observations with regard to Mars were 
regarded as having special reference to the Cimmerians. (Ki. 1904-10-9, 59 
[99030]) iof. 
(v.) Astrological and Astronomical Texts. These are here published 
as an appendix to the texts which have already appeared in Part XXXIII, etc. 
For descriptions of the fragments, see King, Kouyunjik Catalogue Supplement, 
passim. (Th. 1905-4-9, 100 [98594]; Ki. 1904-10-9, 248 [99216]; K. 16255; 
K. 16242; K. 14373; Th. 1905-4-9, 327 [98821]) 12-14 
(vi.) Mythological Legends, etc. These texts form a supplement to 
those already published in Parts XIII and XV. Th. 1905-4-9, 447 [98941] 
and K. 14727 are probably from legends referring to early kings. K. 15525 is 
possibly from the Gilgamesh Epic ; and Ki. 1902-5-10, 32, is a fragment from the 
Fable of the Horse, g = ^ * \* gSfT, and the Ox, [ef*]. Ki. 1904-10-9, 159, 
which joins K. 7600 ( cf. C.T., X V ) is duplicate of K. 162, Obv., 11. 32-46. For the 
remaining numbers, K. 14611, K. 16350, K. 14788, Th. 1905-4-9,415, Ki. 1902-
5-10, 32, K. 14363, and K. 16686, see King, Kouyunjik Catalogue Supplement, 
passim ... ... ••• -.. ... ••• ... ••• ••• ••• ••• 15—18 
PLATES. 
II. Royal Inscriptions of the Neo-Babylonian Period : 
(i.) Cylinders of Nebuchadnezzar II, recording the restoration of the 
Temple of Lugal-Maradda at Maradda. For the text of Rm. 673 f., see Budge, 
Transactions of the Victoria Institute, Vol. XVIII (188^), pp. 140 ff. ; cf. also 
Langdon, Neubabylonischen Konigsinschriften, pp. 17, 78 f. The missing portions 
of Col. I are restored by the two new duplicates 1912-7-8, 1 [104852], and 
1912-7-6, 1 [104737], while variants from all the texts are cited for that portion 
of Col. Ill which refers to Lugal-Maradda and his temple ... ... ... ... 19-22 
(ii.) Clay Tablet and Barrel-Cylinder of Nabonidus :—The text 
engraved both upon the tablet A.H. 82-9-18, 3680 [63713], and upon the Cylinder 
1912-7-6, 2 [104738], records building operations carried out by Nabonidus in the 
cities of Larsa, Akkad, and Sippar of Anunitum. The colophon-line at the end 
of each section notes that it was copied from a stone stele set up in one of these 
cities ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 23-37 
III. Historical Inscriptions:— 
(i.) T h e Synchronistic History (K. 4401A + Rm. 854; K. 4401B, 
Sm. 2106); for references, see Bezold, Catalogue, passim ... ... ... ... 38-42 
(ii.) The Babylonian Chronicle (84-2-1 i, 356 [92502]; A.H. 83-1-18, 
1337; A.H. 83-1-18, 1338); for references see Bezold, Proc. Soc. Bibl. Arch., 
y{\ Vol.,Jrl7pp. 131 ff•; Delitzsch, Abhandll. d. kdnigl. Sachs. Ges. d. Wiss., Philol.-
~"" hist.KL, X X V , No. 1 (1906), pp. 3 f. 43-50 
PLATE 1. 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
PENTAGONAL CYLINDER OF ESARHADDON. 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
CYLINDERS OF ESARHADDON A N D SIN-SHAR-ISHKUN. 
Ki. 1804—10—9, L 
[98978] 
COLUMN V. 
[For Cols. I—IV, see Plate 1.] 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
CYLINDERS OF SIN-SHAR-ISHKUN. 
H 
PLATE 4. 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
CYLINDERS OF SIN-SHAR-ISHKUN. 
















INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
CYLINDERS OF SIN-SHAR-ISHKUN. 
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PLATE 6. 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
CYLINDERS OF SIN-SHAR-ISHKUN. 
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PLATE 7. 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK 












































INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
TABLET OF ROYAL OMENS. 
Th. 1905—4—9, 88. 
[98582] 
OBVERSE 
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INSCRIPTIONS F R O M KUYUNJIK. 
TABLET OF ROYAL OMENS. 
Th. 1905-4—9, 88. 
[98582] 
REVERSE. 
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INSCRIPTIONS F R O M KUYUNJIK. 
ASTROLOGICAL OMENS. 














INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
ASTROLOGICAL OMENS. 












INSCRIPTIONS F R O M KUYUNJIK. 
ASTROLOGICAL AND ASTRONOMICAL TEXTS. 
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PLATE 13, 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
ASTROLOGICAL AND ASTRONOMICAL TEXTS. 
Th. 1905—4—9, 100. 
[98594] 
REVERSE. 
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PLATE 14. 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
ASTROLOGICAL A N D ASTRONOMICAL TEXTS. 
Ki. 1904—10—9, 248. 
[99216.] 
REVERSE. 
• ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ k ^ : ' ^ ^ ' ^ - ' ^ ' ^ : " [Broken Surface.] 
K. 16255. 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
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PLATE 16. 
INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM KUYUNJIK. 
MYTHOLOGICAL LEGENDS, ETC. 
Ki. 1904—10—9, 159. v 
[+K. 7600.] IcTli'ft'zJ 
K. 14788 
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PLATE 19. 
10 
ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD, 
CYLINDERS OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR II. 
1912-7-8, 1. 
[104852.] 
[A: 1912-7-6, 1 (104737); B: Rm. 673 (91131); C: Rm. 674.] 
COLUMN 1. 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
CYLINDERS OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR II-
1912-7—-8, 1. 
[104852.] 
COLUMN I. (continued.) 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
CYLINDERS OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR II. 
1912—7—8, 1. 
[104852.] 
COLUMNS I. AND III. 
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[For the text of Col. II. and of Col. III., LI. 1—18, cf. Introduction.] 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
CYLINDERS OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR II. 

















































































ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
CLAY TABLET OF NABONIDUS. 
A. H. 82—9—18, 3680, 
[63713.] 
OBVERSE, COLUMN I. 
[LI. I—11 may be restored from 1912—7—6, 2; see Plate 26.] 
.;•••-ft r ^ r f f f 
•"-.••^t"T^»rf-4r 
\ f v # f 3 ' % v $ m $ $ f - < ^ r * \ 














ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEOBABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
CLAY TABLET OF NABONIDUS. 
A. H. 82—9—18, 3680, 
[63713.] 
OBVERSE Column II. 
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PLATE 26. 
ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEOBABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
CLAY TABLET OF NABONIDUS. 
A. H. 82—9—18, 3680. 
[63713.] 
REVERSE, COLUMN V. 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEOBABYLONIAN PERIOD. 




[LI. lOff m a y be restored from A. H. 8 2 - 9 - 1 8 , 3680, Obv., Col. I., II. 10flF.; see Plate 23.] 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
BARREL-CYLINDER OF NABONIDUS. 
1912—7—6, 2. 
[104738.] 
COLUMN I. (continued). 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
BARREL-CYLINDER OF NABONIDUS. 
1912—7—6, 2. 
[104738.] 
COLUMN I. (continued). 
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ROYAL INSCRIPTIONS OF THE NEO-BABYLONIAN PERIOD. 
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